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Address:  
19 Sayat Nova str. (Ani Plaza Hotel, Business Floor) 

0001 Yerevan,  
Republic of Armenia 

Tel./Fax: 
(374 10) 582 638 
(374 10) 528 321 
(374 10) 527 082 

E-mail: 
shake@euro-atlantic.am 

Head: 
Ms. Shakeh Badalyan 

 

In 2003 AAA has established a youth branch, Armenian Youth Atlantic Association 

(AYAA), to introduce the Armenian youth to the NATO mission and policies, as well as 

its future goals for establishing strong links between the young leaders from NATO and 

PfP countries on the bases of mutual confidence and dignity. These actions are aimed at 

promoting regional cooperation and facilitating the contact and dialogue between its 

national affiliates. 

The main goal of AYAA is to increase and strengthen the dialogue and understanding 

between the youth of Armenia and national YATAs. One of the key tasks of AYAA is to 

involve young leaders and decision-makers of Armenia in expanding NATO’s new role 

and mission in the world and the region particularly.  

 

The major objectives of AYAA are:  

·  To develop and strengthen the already established links between national YATAs 

striving to make those more operational and durable.  

·  To promote and increase the role of the young generation of Armenia and support 

their active participation in the further development of NATO-Armenia relations.  

·  To specify the role of youth in regional security and their attempt to influence the 

peace building procedure considered to be the key target for consolidating the 
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constructive cooperation and fruitful links between AYAA and NATO institutions 

towards attaining the common goal.  

·  To conduct training programs, organize workshops and round-table discussions, 

seminars and conferences to boost the awareness of NATO activities within the 

Armenian society and in the region as a whole.  

�

��#�������&�)����&�< �

 
On May 30-31, 2009 the Armenian Youth Atlantic Association and the Norwegian 

Atlantic Committee have organized the seminar entitled “Environmental Security and 

Climate Change”. It took place in Yerevan, Armenia. The Norwegian Atlantic Committee 

will organize similar events in other former Soviet countries as well.  Pollution is a major 

challenge, as with most former Soviet countries, and environmental security is of utmost 

importance as the region is an energy corridor for Europe. The main target of the project 

is to build regional networks, to enhance and strengthen the trans-national ties between 

the countries involved within the sphere of security policy, in order to build meaningful 

relations between the NGO community, young political leaders, journalists and young 

researchers. Around 40 young Armenians participated in this event. The seminar 

consisted from two parts: during the first part participants were informed about the main 

topics regarding nowadays environmental security and climate changes. The second part 

was a role game during which participants were representing several countries and 

international organizations. At the end of the game participants developed a communiqué 

which was sent to the Ministry of Nature Protection of the Republic of Armenia.    

 

	%��!�&*������&�)����&�< �

�

On October 12-16, 2009 there is planned to have the next NATO week in Armenia. The 

Armenian Youth Atlantic Association in cooperation with International Center for 



                                                                           �������������������3*+4+-4+.5�
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 5 

Human Development and NATO PDD is going to organize one day Seminar on 

discussion of history of 15 years of cooperation between Armenia and NATO as well as 

to give a chance for various experts to get together and present their views on New 

Strategic Concept of the Alliance and by this bring its contribute to the process of 

preparation of the Concept. At the Summit in Strasbourg on 3 and 4 April 2009, NATO’s 

Heads of State and Government tasked the Secretary General to develop a new NATO 

Strategic Concept. This exercise should be completed by the time of NATO’s next 

Summit, which is expected to take place towards the end of 2010. A sound transatlantic 

consensus on NATO’s roles and missions and on its strategy to deal with security 

challenges is essential if NATO is to function optimally. The Strategic Concept is the 

core NATO document that establishes and reflects this transatlantic consensus. Clearly, 

as the security environment that NATO has to deal with changes, so the Alliance’s 

Strategic Concept has to be periodically updated.  The current Concept dates from 1999, 

a time when NATO had 19 members compared to the 28 it has today and when NATO’s 

focus was very much on challenges within Europe or on Europe’s periphery.  

Clearly the new Strategic Concept, which must be elaborated and approved by all 28 

current Allies, has to take account not only of the way in which security challenges have 

evolved, such as the new emphasis on proliferation, failed states, piracy, energy supplies, 

terrorism and climate change, but also of how NATO has adapted and transformed in the 

last decade to be able to better tackle these challenges. The new Strategic Concept will 

therefore not be only an analytical document. It will need also to give specific guidance 

to NATO governments on how they need to further transform the Alliance and their own 

national defense structures and capabilities to be successful in meeting NATO’s core 

tasks in the 21st century. The Strategic Concept must also give public opinion in the 

Alliance countries and beyond a clear sense of why NATO still matters and how in many 

ways it is helping to make them more secure.  

The process leading to the new Strategic Concept will be an inclusive one. All Allies, 

from the largest to the smallest, will be actively consulted and involved. Moreover, the 
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process should engage partners in the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council, the 

Mediterranean Dialogue and the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative, as well as partners cross 

the globe. The process should also be transparent and engage other key international 

actors such as the EU and the UN as well as NGOs and all those in the strategic 

community who believe they have something useful to contribute and expertise to offer. 

Finally, an interactive dialogue with the broader public is encouraged via this special web 

module run by NATO’s Public Diplomacy Division. 

�

��#��
&���&����&�)����&�< �

 

This year as well, in the framework of NATO Week in Armenia, the Armenian Youth 

Atlantic Association with the financial assistance of the NATO PDD, International 

Center for Human Development and the USA Embassy in Armenia has organized its 

already the 7th international youth event which was devoted to the 60th anniversary of 

the NATO. The seminar entitled “South Caucasus Youth Forum: NATO at 60, a New 

Start” took place in Yerevan, Armenia, from March 12-14, 2009. The seminar was 

designed to be the traditional continuation of the previously held seminars in Armenia 

during the last six years. This year the participants of the seminar were young 

representatives from the following countries: Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, Slovenia, Turkey, 

Latvia and from Armenia.  

This year our international youth event was devoted to some main issues: first- NATO’s 

60th anniversary, second- relationships between South Caucasus and NATO and third- 

new Turkish-Armenian relationships. Recent military actions in the South Caucasus have 

made significant changes in the whole region’s political atmosphere. The South Caucasus 

region is an area of key importance for the whole Black Sea. In particular following the 

Georgia-Russia conflict Turkey assumed a new role and proposed the formation of a 

regional cooperation to stabilize the Caucasus region. Thus the Caucasia Cooperation and 

Stability Platform has to include all regional countries and Turkey: that is Armenia, 

Azerbaijan, Russia, Georgia and Turkey. So the situation is really a difficult one while 
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besides the Russian-Georgian complicated relationships there are also tangled 

relationships between Armenia and Azerbaijan and Armenia and Turkey. Turkey has no 

diplomatic ties with Armenia and the Turkish-Armenian border has been closed for years. 

But just recently, after Armenian President Mr. Serzh Sarkisian’s invited Turkish 

President Abdullah Gul to visit Armenia for watching the Armenia-Turkey football 

match the Turkish-Armenian relationships entered a new historical stage. Taking into 

account the current situation in the region, and the fact that this year NATO is celebrating 

its 60th anniversary, the Armenian Atlantic Association organized an international youth 

seminar during which we discussed the most urgent issues of the Caucasus in particular 

and the impact of NATO and new Turkish-Armenian relations on the whole region. 

During the Forum, participants rose up some important topics as well, such as NATO’s 

critical missions around the world, in Afghanistan, and Kosovo, which are for building 

security and stability for the citizens of these young democracies. Active involvement of 

youth in the discussing process of these main tasks of NATO is of vital importance. 

These are issues that will be discussed tomorrow by these youngsters already on the 

official level.  

The Armenian Youth Atlantic Association aimed to continue the established tradition of 

encouraging young people to take an active role in promoting NATO values. This 

seminar was a logical follow up to the events organized during the previous years.  

We sincerely appreciate the support from the NATO PDD which was devoted to the 

enlargement of our youth network. In addition, it allowed the participants from abroad to 

be in Yerevan and to meet local students. 

 


&���&����&�)���!�&����������%����&< �

 

One participant from Armenian Youth Atlantic Association (AYAA) participated in the 

Youth Forum “NATO in 2020: What Lies Ahead?” which took place in Strasbourg, 

France on April 1-4, 2009.   
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An annual NATO Study Tour took place this year on 15th and 16th of June at NATO 

Headquarters, Brussels, Belgium. 6 representatives from Armenia, along with 5 and 4 

representatives from Azerbaijan and Georgia respectively, had a chance to discuss with 

different NATO officials current issues of Mass Media in the South Caucasus and recent 

changes in people's attitude towards NATO in three countries. Armenian Atlantic 

Association was represented at the Study Tour by Ms. Armine Hakhinyan. 

 

Two participants from Armenian Youth Atlantic Association Ms. Lika Mkrtchyan and 

Mr. Sergey Chamanyan left for Aalborg, Denmark on July 6-12, 2009 to participate in 

the Danish Atlantic Youth Seminar - DAYS 2009. The topic of the seminar was 

“Diplomacy and Crisis Management in the Backyard of Europe Case: The South 

Caucasus”. During these six days the participants from about 20 countries were 

delivered lectures on future security challenges, NATO relations with partner countries, 

geopolitical importance of Russia, the Caucasus and the Ukraine, the EU commitment to 

the Caucasus, etc. On the fourth day all the participants from the South Caucasus – 

Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan, presented their countries. The seminar was followed 

by a two-day simulation game, during which each participant received a leading role on 

the international scene, trying to find a real solution to real challenges.  

 

 

  

��&*����!����C���#< �

�

To conduct more training programs, workshops and round-table discussions, seminars 

and conferences for boosting the awareness on NATO activities within the Armenian 

youth and to organize the 8th Armenian Atlantic Youth Seminar.  

�
�
�
��/�
 ��#< �
�
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·  To increase the cooperation within the social network which includes all the 

participants of seven international seminars conducted by the Armenian Youth 

Atlantic Association.  

·  Organize a training of trainers for a team of AAA young members who will 

conduct training courses for high school students in the regions of Armenia, using 

the NATO Educational Toolkit.  
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                                           Belgian Euro-Atlantic Youth  
                                           (the youth division of the Euro-Atlantic Association of 
Belgium) 
                                            
                                          Avenue de la Renaissance, 30 
                                          1000 Brussels 
 
                                          fx_ceulemans@yahoo.fr  
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THE ATLANTIC COUNCIL OF CANADA ����  LE CONSEIL ATLANTIQUE DU 

CANADA  
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ATA Annual Report 
�
The Atlantic Council of Canada (ACC) is a Non-Governmental organization founded in 
1966 to promote knowledge and understanding of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO).  Its vision is to advance the critical importance in cultural, security and 
economic terms of the transatlantic relationship among Canada, the United States and the 
nations of Europe and be the premier sponsor and supporter of NATO in Canada. 
 
ACC’s present focus objective is on maintaining and promoting Canada’s unique 
experience in and reputation for establishing and maintaining peace and order, at home 
and internationally. In addition to debating such issues, Canada is frequently in a position 
to contribute its experience (political and social), its presence (materiel and personnel) 
and its financial support. As a close neighbour Canada can also act as an interpreter or 
liaison between the USA, NATO countries and other regions of the world. Thus, through 
discussion and exposure, ACC seeks to strengthen the presence and influence of Canada 
in the international scene. This it does alone or in collaboration with other like-minded 
organizations. 
 
ACC has directors and members across Canada. There are 255 ACC members, including 
28 students and 30 young professionals.  The Board of Directors is led by: 

Chairman –   Hon. Bill Graham  
President –   Mrs. Julie Lindhout  
Vice-Presidents –  Ellis Galea Kirkland, Col. John McKenna, Jurgen Torlée, 

Maj. Ted Opitz, Wayne Primeau, Denis Stairs, Robert 
Zeidler and Susan Zivkovic 

 Treasurer –   Jeffrey Young 
 Hon. Solicitor – Harry R. Burkman   
 
The National Office staff working under the direction of President Lindhout includes: 

Ms. Lana Polyakov – Special Program Coordinator 
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Ms. Elaine Kanasewich – Research Analyst 
Mr. Brian Dickson and Mr. Abdiasis Mohamed – Executive Assistant 
Interns 

�
�

2--B������&�)����&�# <�
�

·  ACC Graduate Essay Contest: “The Challenges Facing NATO’s Mission in 
Afghanistan Afghanistan: Any more troops?”, and “Crafting the New NATO 
Strategic Concept.”  

·  January 15, 2009 - Roundtable with NORAD’s Deputy Commander, LGen. 
Charlie Bouchard, CMM, CD, Canadian Forces. 

·  March 17, 2009 – Roundtable with Mr. Joe Barnes, Bonner Means Baker 
Fellow at the Baker Institute for Public Policy, expertise in Energy Security. 

·  April 8, 2009 - ACC 4th Annual Tribute Dinner  honoring General (Ret’d) Rick 
Hillier for his contribution to Canada’s military missions and presenting him with 
the Atlantic Council’s 2009 Award for Exceptional Contribution to International 
Peace and Security.  

·  April 21, 2009 - Annual Spring Conference: “NATO at 60 – What Choices and 
Challenges for the Alliance?”  

·  May 26, 2009 – NATO Economy Forum evoking the essence of Article 2 of the 
NATO Charter in fostering greater economic ties between Canadian business and 
Southeast European countries.  

·  June 2, 2009 – Roundtable with Dr. Brooke A Smith-Windsor, Senior Canadian 
representative at the NATO Defence College in Rome, Italy. 

·  June 9, 2009 - ACC Fourth Annual Golf Tournament  with a keynote 
presentation by the recently returned Canadian Commander of ISAF, Brigadier 
General Denis Thompson.  

·  August 31, 2009 - ACC Annual General Meeting with a keynote presentation 
by LCol John Conrad, Canadian Combat Logistician and author of What the 
Thunder Said.     

·  November 19, 2009 – ACC Gala celebrating the 60th Anniversary of NATO, the 
100th Anniversary of the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs, the 10th 
Anniversary of the first Post-Cold War NATO Accessions, 20th Anniversary of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, the 100th Anniversary of the Ontario Provincial Police, 
as well as the presentation of the Award for Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Economic Responsibility to Sonja Bata, Peter Munk, Abdel Badwi and Jim 
Balsillie.  

·  November 24, 2009 - Annual Fall Conference: “Crafting the new NATO 
Strategic Concept.”  

�
��#��
&���&����&�)����&�# <�
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·  May 13-14, 2009 – Council Meetings at NATO HQ in Brussels attended by 
ACC President, Julie Lindhout   

 
·  October 7-10, 2009 – 55th ATA General Assembly in Kyiv, Ukraine entitled 

“Security for Civil Society in the 21st Century.” 
�


&���&����&�)���!�&����������%����& <�
�

·  Danish Atlantic Youth Seminar (DAYS) in Aalborg, Denmark “International 
Security Politics and Conflict Management” (July 6-11, 2009)  

·  Portuguese Atlantic Youth Seminar (PAYS) in Lisbon, Portugal “Drafting 
NATO’s New Strategic Concept ” (August 1-8, 2009)   

·  Queens Centre for International Relations and Heidelberg University in Kingston, 
Canada “Crisis Management Simulation” (July 12-17, 2009) 

 
��&*����!����C���# <�
 
CONFERENCES  

·  Spring Conference – to be held in Toronto on March 23rd, 2010 
·  Fall Conference – to be held in Ottawa, end of October 2010, theme to be 

determined 
 
ROUNDTABLES   
 

·  NOTE: Roundtables planned as speakers become available. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

·  Summer 2010  
 
ANNUAL TRIBUTE DINNER  

·  April 21, 2010 – Presentation of Atlantic Council’s 2009 Award for Exceptional 
Contribution to International Peace and Security to an honouree who is yet to be 
determined. 

 
FUNDRAISING GOLF TOURNAMENT  

·  Summer, 2010 – dinner speaker is yet to be determined 
 
PUBLICATIONS AND WEBSITE – www.atlantic-council.ca   

 
·  The Atlantic Council of Canada Official Website has been modernized to bring 

it up to date and make it more accessible and reader friendly.  
 
·  The Atlantic Council Newsletter is issued every two months and distributed 

electronically to our members and other interested parties. 
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·  IN FOCUS news summary is issued bi-monthly and distributed electronically to 
our members and contacts interested in ACC activities.   

 
·  NATO Economy Forum Newsletter is issued and distributed electronically to our 

members as well as the NATO Economy Forum participants to increase and 
continue the development of economic ties and cooperation resulting from the 
NATO Economy Forum. 

 

·  Conference Proceedings – Speeches from our last two conferences have been 
gathered and are being edited for electronic and print publication in early 2010. 

 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
 

·  Internships – We hosted four student summer interns, one international and three 
domestic interns throughout the summer of 2009. We are expecting one more 
international intern to arrive in early 2010, and another in the spring of 2010. The 
ACC will continue to welcome additional interns and volunteers as space permits. 
Most of these interns stay in our office for periods ranging from four months to a 
year. While these interns greatly assist the ACC, they, in turn, are provided with 
opportunities to attend international events and meet international experts on 
foreign affairs and security issues, and national and international dignitaries.  

 
·  Essay Contest – We held four separate essay contests this year, respectively 

targeting the high school, undergraduate and post graduate levels. The topics 
ranged from NATO’s mission in Afghanistan to the crafting of the new NATO 
Strategic Concept.  

 
NATO  BRIEFING TOUR  

 
·  The ACC, headed by Past-Chairman Dr. Eric Jackman and current President Julie 

Lindhout  organized and participated in a NATO briefing tour which took place 
between September 26- October 3rd. The select group of Canadian Civic leaders 
from politics, academia, media and the business world, where briefed at NATO Hq, 
SHAPE, and Geilenkirchen.  

 
FUNDRAISING  

·  The ACC has not had a regular grant from the Government of Canada for many 
years, and therefore, must spend a lot of effort to raise funds, especially operating 
funds for senior staff to co-ordinate the ACC’s activities and supervise and direct 
the work of the interns.  

 
MEMBERSHIP  
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·  In conjunction with the corporate fundraising campaign, we also have a continuous 
membership drive aimed at increase our 2008 membership of 255 including 28 
student, and 30 young professional members.  Our goal for 2008/9 is 300 members. 

 
OTHER EVENTS 

·  Hosting Visits from NATO and Partner countries: 
We will assist ethnic communities by hosting visitors and arranging opportunities 
for them to speak and interact with representatives of the communities in Toronto, 
as well as with ACC members.   

 
We are always ready to organize roundtable meetings, breakfast, lunch, dinner, or 
receptions for visiting dignitaries, military leaders or academics coming to Toronto.  
In the past we have hosted speakers from NATO HQ, NORAD/USNORTHCOM, 
UK and US Think Tanks, and others, sometimes on very short notice. 

 
·  Assistance to Atlantic Council of Ukraine: 

In August 2009, the ACC sponsored an intern to travel to Kyiv to assist the Atlantic 
Council of Ukraine in its preparations for the hosting of the 55th Annual ATA 
Assembly. The funding was secured to enable the intern to remain through to 
October 2009. He is building on the work previously done by the ACC President 
and Special Program Coordinator while on a two-week mission in November 2008. 
Additionally, the ACC programme coordinator came for a week in September to 
provide further assistance in the lead-up to the event, with particular emphasis 
being placed on recruiting and training volunteers. The President also travelled to 
Kyiv in advance of the GA to provide further assistance.  

 
��/�
 ��# <�
�
HIGH SCHOOL MODEL NATO/Y OUTH ENGAGEMENT EXERCISES 

·  Several high schools, from Toronto to Ottawa, have expressed an interest in 
attending the ACC Spring and Fall conferences. We hope to capitalize on this by 
travelling to these participating schools to deliver a NATO themed presentation.  

 
EXPAND ON THE NATO  ECONOMIC FORUM – TORONTO 

·   In an effort to continue to expand and build on the links established during the first 
NATO Economy Forum, the ACC plans to host additional Economy Forum events. 
An enthusiastic and positive response from Canadian business and several 
Ambassadors further supports the need to continue to expand on this endeavour.  
 

�

 

 



                                                                           �������������������3*+4+-4+.5�
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 17 

 

����������	��

������
���
���	�������	
���������	��
�����
��
�����

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: Lepuši� eva 6, Zagreb, tel. +385 1 46 42 014, fax. +385 1 46 55 316,  
e- mail: giannalusa@yahoo.com 
President: � ana Luša 
Vice-presidents: Helena Bla�ekovi�  and Domagoj Luli�  
Secretary General: Sanja Ivkovi�  
 
 

The Youth Committee of the Atlantic Council of Croatia was founded in 2003 as 
the young association of the Atlantic Council of Croatia. The main goal of the Youth 
Committee is to observe activities and policies of NATO, to educate and inform young 
people in order to raise awareness about the importance of the Euro-Atlantic integrations, 
to promote the idea of Euro-Atlantism and more successful accession of Croatia to 
NATO Alliance among young generation as well as to cooperate actively with other 
YATA Chapters. There are 100 members currently in our Committee.  
 
 
 
National Activities in 2008: 
 
�  Yearbook Šipan 2008, April 2009 

 
Yearbook Šipan 2008 is the sixth  publication of the International Summer School on the 
Island of Šipan, following the ones containing the works presented and discussed during 
the Šipan 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007 summer schools. This year the Šipan 
Yearbook is published in English language only, which fact further affirms the 
international character of the school, its participants, and messages being conveyed.  
The Šipan 2008 Yearbook is intended for domestic and foreign public and should serve 
as useful and interesting reading for all those who are actively involved in the practice of 
international relations, as well as those who are studying international relations from 
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more theoretical aspects. Committee members published their researchers in the 
yearbook. 
�
�
� �
      •  NATO Speaking Tour III: Croatia – NATO Member State,  March -April  

 
For years the Atlantic Council of Croatia’s target population are elementary and high 
school teachers which we recognized with our projects slogan ‘’Educate the educators’’. 
Trying to reach elementary and high school population and to bring NATO issue in 
schools we were determined to continue with our activities. After two NATO speaking 
tours organized with the support of NATO Public Diplomacy Division our plan was to 
organize panel discussion in four different towns in Croatia in order to reach those 
elementary and high school teachers, local leaders and students who did not have the 
chance to inform themselves directly about the role of NATO, as well as about the 
benefits and obligations of NATO membership. 
In cooperation with the US Embassy in Zagreb we organized round tables and panel 
discussions in Dubrovnik, Zabok, Vara�din and � akovec. Except the lectures held by 
members of the Atlantic Council of Croatia, university professors and government 
officials, which were accompanied by the local and national media as well as internet 
sites, participants also received materials and brochures dealing with NATO’s past  and 
current role as well as advantages and obligations of Croatia’s membership, one of which 
(brochure Croatian entrance to NATO)  was created in cooperation with the US Embassy. 
All debates were very well attended and witnessed the fact that Croatian public is very 
interested in receiving information and facts based on which they can form their own 
opinion on Croatian membership in the strongest and the biggest political-military 
Alliance. Members of the Committee participated in organizing the tour and gave 
speeches in four different towns.  
 
 

•   Philatelic exhibition “60 Years of NATO”, Dubrovnik, March; Zagreb, 
April; NATO HQ, September 

 
Atlantic Council of Croatia in cooperation with NATO PDD, Croatian Mission to NATO 
and Ministry of Defence organized philatelic exhibitions 60 Years of NATO in Zagreb, 
Dubrovnik and Brussels thus marking 60th anniversary of the Alliance as well as Croatia 
being accepted as a member state. The main purpose of the exhibitions was to show the 
history of Euro-Atlantic integrations, with the special focus on NATO and Croatian 
accession process. The stamps witnessed the period from the 1950’s till today and were 
issued in different European states marking the most important events in the history of 
Euro-Atlantic integration. The Atlantic Council of Croatia published special envelope 
and stamp to mark this events. Committee members very actively participated in 
organizing the exhibitions. 
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International Activities in 2009: 
 
�  International Summer School Šipan 2009, July-August 2009 
 

Atlantic Council of Croatia in cooperation with Danish Embassy organized 8th  
International Summer School for young leaders (postgraduate students, diplomats, 
journalists, NGO activists, state officials) on the Island of Šipan. This year school 
gathered around 100 participants participating in two scientific seminars:  
 

- Peace-keeping Operations, 6-12th July 
- NATO’s New Challenges, 27 -31 August 
 

Following the Balkan Mosaic Conference held in Belgrade in November 2008 where the 
Atlantic Council of Croatia was given the pleasure and obligation to further develop 
Young Researchers Network we organized second Young Researchers Conference: 
NATO’s New Challenges.  The conference brought together young researchers from 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, and Montenegro, fitting perfectly with the 
goals of the International Summer School on the Island Šipan which by entering in its 
ninth   year of existence gathers young leaders from the region, on a small Mediterranean 
island, who are given the unique opportunity in a relaxed and informal atmosphere not 
only to discuss Euro-Atlantic future of the region, but also to meet their colleagues and 
establish professional and private contacts needed in their future professional 
development.  
The objective of the conference was to actively include young researchers in discussing 
the opportunities for the Western Balkans and NATO development after the  Kehl/ 
Strasbourg summit which had crucial importance for the Euro-Atlantic future of the 
region, encouraging them to detect key challenges and to suggest the way ahead for the 
Balkans. The timing was significant having in mind current discussion on NATO’s 
Strategic Concept and future enlargement. The aim is to publish all the researches in the 
Yearbook Šipan 2009 under the special section: Young Researchers.  

The aim of the Šipan International Summer School is to reflect upon and analyze 
the complexities present in South East Europe, to provide a forum for exchange of 
thoughts and perceptions between the members of younger generation, and to foster 
independent approaches to these issues through workshops and case simulations, 
constantly seeking for new suggestions on how to solve the numerous and complex 
problems of this part of Europe in a most efficient manner. 

The interest for these courses so far (over 10100 participants from 37 countries 
have attended the school during the past seven years) bears witness to the fact that the 
Šipan summer school has found its place among the similar international summer 
schools, that it has proven its value and reputation and that by entering into its 9th year of 
existence the summer school in Šipan is gaining on its institutional value. 

Members of the Youth Committee participated as organizers as well as 
researchers at the events. 
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�  Participation at the International Conferences and Seminars 
 

Members of the Youth Committee of the Atlantic Council of Croatia have again this year 
participated in the work of numerous international seminars and conferences thus 
contributing to scientific discussion on future of NATO and development of the New 
Strategic Concept. Our members participated at the conferences in following countries:  
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Kosovo, Serbia, Macednia, Montenegro, 
USA, Slovenia, Austria, Spain and Portugal. 
 
 
Projects in 2010: 
 
National and International  Activities for 2010 
 
�  NATO Speaking Tour IV –reaching  four new towns 
�  Round tables and workshops for YATA members 
�  9th International Summer School Šipan  
�  Strengthening and broadening  the YATA network 
�  Creating a new web-site 
�  Creating a web forums and discussions on NATO 
�  Education, information, publishing  
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Estonian Atlantic Treaty Association – Annual Report 2009 
 
Estonian Atlantic Treaty Association (EATA), is a well-known non-governmental 
organization in Estonia, what was established on the 2nd of February 2001. The main task 
of the EATA is to raise public awareness and support towards foreign and security policy 
and especially Estonian membership in the Alliance.  
EATA has Secretary General who runs the office and Board (11 members) who has 
consulting and supervisory role. �
 

�
In 2009 EATA activities and events are covering the following areas:  

a) organizing public debates on foreign and security policy issues; 
b) organizing different national seminars for students; 
c) celebrating yearly NATO Day. 

 
 
The biggest projects in 2009: 

d) NATO 60 Anniversary was celebrated in Estonia with photo-exhibition “NATO 
60. NATO-Estonia 5”, what was organised in co-operation with Estonian War 
Museum. Secondly on 3rd of April special supplement of “NATO 60” was issued 
together with Daily Postimees. Both projects have had bi-lingual dimension 
(Estonian and Russian).   

e) In August we published special supplement on Afghanistan. The main idea was to 
introduce Afghanistan, its problems and current situation to Estonian public. As 
well to explain NATO's role and participation in the region.  

f) During 2009 we have already organized 10 national seminars “Lets talk about 
NATO” in Estonian high-schools. Students get there overview on foreign and 
security policy issues and future challenges.  

 
 
Long Term Projects (2010): 

a) Responsible for organizing NATO Ministerial Meeting in Tallinn (April 2010); 
b) Study trips to Brussels (NATO HQ and EU institutions); 
c) Model NATO Simulation and ACMS; 
d) Public awareness raising (webpage, strategy, newsletter etc.) 
e) Organizational development (volunteer ‘s activity program etc) 

 
Estonian Atlantic Treaty Association 
www.eata.ee 
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Atlantic Council of Finland Youth Network 

Eteläesplanadi 22 A, 6th floor 
00130 Helsinki 

Finland 
http://www.atlanttiseura.fi 

Current President: antti.talonen@atlanttiseura.fi  
Current Vice-President and International Relations Officer: mnleht@utu.fi  

 
 
The ACFYN was established during Spring 2003. Objectives: To promote discussion, 
research and information on Euro-Atlantic security and defence policy issues, with a 
special focus on NATO and EU. Additionally, it aims at strengthening respect for peace, 
stability, democracy and human rights in Europe.  
 
 
Executive Board: 
 
President: Mr. Antti Talonen, Vice-President & International Relations Officer: Ms. 
Noomi Lehtosaari, Secretary: Mr. Juuso Rönnholm, Communications Officer: Ms. Pia 
Laakoli. Other members of the executive board: Mr. Atte Honkasalo, Mr. Simo 
Hämäläinen, Mrs. Anniina Iskanius, Ms. Lotta Merisaari, Mr. Kalle Meriö and Mr. Lauri 
Lakiasuo  
 
 
Forewords: 
 
Year 2009 has been a time for change in ACFYN. One of our biggest goals for this year 
was to expand our target audience. For the first time in the history of ACFYN we have 
targeted activities for high school students and people who are doing their military 
service. In addition to this, we found it important to organize discussion evenings 
targeted for people who are already very keen on the issues we are dealing with. 
 
To put it short, year 2009 has been a good year for expanding our target audience and has 
built a good base for our activities in year 2010.   
 
 
Past National Events: 
 

·  18.3. - Discussion evening in Helsinki with Mr. Ilkka Kanerva, member of the 
Finnish parliament 

·  2.4. - NATO -day in Finland, including a high-profile panel discussion (President 
of the ACFYN taking part).    



                                                                           �������������������3*+4+-4+.5�
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 23 

·  17.4. - Discussion evening in Turku with Mr. Tuomo Mero, Lieutenant Sr. Grade 
of the Finnish Navy  

·  5.9. - ACFYN at the NGO fairs for Finnish high school students 
·  Autumn 2009 (Coming events) 

o Discussion evening in Tampere 
o Discussion evening in Helsinki 

 
 
Annual Seminar Participation: 
 

·  Nato Summit 2009, Strasbourg (France) 
·  Crisis Management Simulation 4, Kingston (Canada) 
·  Danish Atlantic Youth Seminar, Aalborg (Denmark) 
·  Portuguese Atlantic Youth Seminar, Lisbon (Portugal) 
·  ATA / YATA General Assembly, Kiev (Ukraine) 

 
 
Projects that began in 2009: 

····  Facebook -group 
····  Activities for Finnish people that are doing their military service (Coming) 
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�������   
 
 
YATA France was created in 2004 in order to promote exchange of views and debate on 
euro-atlantic security issues in France. The first event organized by the association was a 
two-day conference on NATO’s “Raisons d’être”, held in Paris in 2006. 
 
��������$#������������<�����1  
 
YATA-France has seek over the year to offer to its new members the opportunity to 
attend international and big events such as the NATO youth summit held in Strasbourg in 
April 09 for four French delegates. NATO youth summit offered the opportunity for new 
members, also members of the “office franco-allemand pour la jeunesse” to join our 
association. 
YATA-France members also took part in many events organized by other chapters, such 
as: 

�  The international conference “Energy for all – a challenge for all » organized by 
the Dutch chapter (2 delegates); 

�  NISA 2009 Winter Session – « New Warfare and Modern Conflicts » (1 delegate) 
 
YATA-France also thanks the Belgian Euro-Atlantic association – youth section, for the 
invitation to the lunch debate with the former NATO secretary général in late April (2 
participants). 
 
-++.���������$<���1 �
  
Bénédicte Borel, president of the French chapter in 2009, left the presidency of the 
association in June. The association thanks her for the role played for the French chapter 
and the international board between 2006 and 2009. 
 
YATA-France particularly wants to thank our friend Andrea Frontini, from the Italian 
chapter, who helped us in the reflexion led to organize events in the French universities.  
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YATA-France met two main difficulties in 2009:  
�  it was impossible to organize any event in the French universities, on strike from 

February to June. All universities has been paralyzed for 5 months. The 
conference about the Euro-Atlantic debate around the NATO summit in Lille, 
after having been deprogrammed twice, has finally been cancelled.  

�  The French chapter is involved since late June in an administrative reorganization. 
The aim is to be in accordance with the legal rules governing the associations in 
France. It is about to be solved with the election and the declaration to the ad hoc 
authorities of a new board in the following weeks. The administrative problem 
met has stopped the association to ask for a financial help from any sponsor to 
organize events. 

 
 
���G$��9�?���-+*+1 �
�
Three axes will be followed in late 2009 and 2010: 

�  The structuration of the association, to give it the strength of its ambitions, in a 
country more and more active in the NATO structures. 

�  The development of the French chapter in univerities and in the young 
professionals environment to debate and promote the Euro-Atlantic dialogue and 
the French position in this issue, by organizing conferences, roundtables. 

�  The partnership with other chapters to organize common events. 
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Italian Youth Atlantic Treaty Association 

Piazza Firenze 27 – 00186 Rome 

yata@comitatoatlantico.it  
 

 
The Italian Youth Atlantic Treaty Association (IYATA) is a component of the Italian 
Atlantic Committee. The Youth Chapter was founded in 1996, on occasion of the 42nd ATA 
General Assembly organized in Rome by the Italian Atlantic Committee that established the 
international YATA body. The goal of the Italian YATA is twofold: on one side to 
coordinate the initiatives of the several YATA groups active in different Italian regions and 
mostly linked with the regional Atlantic Clubs affiliated to the national Italian Atlantic 
Committee; on the other hand to provide the young participants with a forum where they can 
meet on regular basis. In this framework, the Italian YATA has always supported the 
activities of the Italian Atlantic Committee and affiliated local Clubs, providing them with 
the precious skills and competences that the young members of each Club can accomplish. 
On the other side, Italian YATA has always received the necessary support from the Italian 
Atlantic Committee as well as from the local Clubs, in organizing several events, such as 
university conferences and seminars. Particularly active are the youth branches in Bari, 
Gorizia, Milan, Modena and Rome. 
 
 
��#�������&�)����&�#< �
�
Students, researcher and young professionals affiliated to the Italian YATA participated in 
several activities of the Italian ATA, sometimes also offering a valuable contribution to their 
organization. The following national events have been organized or participated by Italian 
YATA representatives: 
�

Atlantic Club of Bari 
 

·  Study Trip  to Washington: meetings with State Department Officers: Deputy Director 
Chuck Hunter, Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs/Office of Western Europe; 
Deputy Director Carleton Bulkin, Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs/Office of 
Regional, Political and Military Affairs; Senior Political Officer Payton Knopf, Bureau of 
Near Eastern Affairs /Office of Israel and Palestine Affairs; Mr. Alessandro Nardi, 
Foreign Affairs Officer, Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs/Office of European 
Union and Regional Affairs; Director Timothy Betts, Bureau of Near Eastern 
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Affairs/Office of Iraq. Prof. Charles Gustafson, Georgetown University Law Center and 
Prof. Robert Guttman, SAIS Center for Transatlantic Relations. March 15th – 22nd. 

 
 

Atlantic Club of Gorizia 
 
·  Conference on “The Impacts of US Presidential Elections on America’s Foreign 

Policy” , held by Cons. L. Wasley, US Embassy in Rome, Prof. G. Meyr, University of 
Trieste and President of the Atlantic Club of Gorizia, Prof. A. De Robertis, University of 
Bari and Mr. D. Volcic, former journalist and writer, University of Trieste, Gorizia 
Branch, November 26th. 

·  Conference on “Evolutions and Perspectives in the Aerospace and Defence Industry: 
a focus on Finmeccanica”, held by Mr. G. Uccella (Director of the NATO-Europe 
Bureau, Finmeccanica Spa, Rome), University of Trieste, Gorizia Branch, December 5th. 

·  Visit to Selex Galileo Spa and briefings on the international defence market, Ronchi dei 
Legionari, Gorizia, March 6th. 

·  Representatives of the Club took part in CIMIC exercises, Motta di Livenza, Mid-
March. 

·  Aperitif and debate on NATO’s Future  with Adm. F. Sanfelice di Monteforte, former 
Italian Military Representative to NATO and EU Military Committees, Gorizia, April 2nd. 

·  Seminar on 60 Years of NATO, held by Prof. F. W. Luciolli, Secretary General of the 
Italian Atlantic Committee, Adm. F. Sanfelice di Monteforte, Gen. G. Marizza, President 
of NATO PBIST-WG, Amb. M. Musa Maroofi, Ambassador of Afghanistan to Italy, 
Min. Pl. M. Marotti, NATO Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rome, Prof. S. Pilotto, 
University of Trieste, Prof. G. Caccamo, University of Trieste, Mr. L. Wasley, US 
Embassy in Rome and Prof. A. De Robertis, University of Bari; organized at the 
University of Trieste, Gorizia Branch, April 20th. 

·  Exposition on 60 Years of Atlantic Alliance, kindly offered by the Italian Atlantic 
Committee, Gorizia, April 20th. 

·  Joint Research Programme on international security NATO’s policies, Late December- 
Late May; 

·  Aperitif and debate on NATO’s Future  with Adm. F. Sanfelice di Monteforte, former 
Italian Military Representative to NATO and EU Military Committees, September 7th. 

 
 

Atlantic Club of Rome 
 

·  Meeting with Islamic Republic of Afghanistan Ambassador to Italy  H.E. Musa 
Maroofi, December 4th 2008. 

·  Conference on Italy and NATO’s Future , with Adm. F. Sanfelice di Monteforte, former 
Italian Military Representative to NATO and EU Military Committees, March 24th. 

·  Conference on NATO Transformation  with Adm. Luciano Zappata, Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander Transformation. April 21st.  

·  Seminar on 60 Years of NATO,  San Pio V University, May 6th.  
·  Seminar on 60 Years of NATO, LUISS Guido Carli University, May 12th.  
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·  NATO day with 500 High School students in Rome – Velletri, May 20th.  
·  Exposition on 60 Years of Atlantic Alliance throughout Latium: Rome, Velletri, 

Frascati and Nettuno. 
·  Representatives of the Club participated to the Magna Carta Foundation Summer 

School, from the 1th to the 7th of September. 50 Italian young leaders had a one week 
intense gatherings, with national experts in international politics. 

·  Conference with ambassador Robert H. Hunter, September 24th.  
·  Weekly programme on Radio LUISS on The New Transatlantic Relations. 
 
 

Atlantic Club of Milan 
 

·  Conference 1949 – 2009: 60 Years of Atlantic Alliance between continuity and 
transformation, Catholic University of sacred Heart, March 12th – 13th.  

·  Roundtable series: the Strasbourg-Kehl Summit, Albania and Croatia within NATO, 
Obama administration policy towards NATO: US Vice President Biden at NATO 
headquarters, March - May. 

 
 

Atlantic Club of Modena 
 
·  Exposition on 60 years of Atlantic Alliance, Palazzo Aggazzotti, June 20th – 30th.  
 

&���&����&�)���!�&����������%����&< �
�
The Italian Youth Atlantic Treaty Association has always participated in all major 
international YATA programs. From November 2008 to September 2009 Italian delegates 
took part in the following conferences and seminars: 

 
·  Young Atlanticist Summit: participated with three delegates: Dr. Paola Casaburi, Mr. 

Andrea Filippo Romani, Mr. Giuseppe Belardetti. 
·  SIMOTAN : participated with two delegates: Ms.Miriam Mercante and Ms. Gloria 

Paridi. 
·  Crisis Management Simulation: participated with one delegate, Mr. Gianpaolo Tarzia. 
·  Portugal Atlantic Youth Seminar: participated with four delegates, Mr. Giuseppe 

Amoruso, 
Ms. Franca Castelli, Ms. Giorgia Ferrarese. 

·  NISA Summer School participated with two delegates: Ms. Caterina Bassetti, Mr. 
Andrea Frontini. 

·  YATA Germany Annual Meeting: Dr. Paola Casaburi.  
�
�
	%��!�&*��& ���&*����!����C���< �
�
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·  Italian Youth for an Integrated and Multicultural M editerranean: International 
programme for promoting integration between Euro-Atlantic Region and the Broader 
Middle East.�
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Lithuanian Atlantic Treaty Association Youth Council 
Gedimino ave. 1, LT-01103 Vilnius, Lithuania 

www.lata.lt, gintautas@lata.lt 
 

 
 
The Lithuanian Atlantic Treaty Association Youth Council (LATA YC, Lithuanian 
YATA) was established in November 2005. Nowadays it consists of more than 150 
members in different Lithuania’s cities. LATA YC distributes information and 
encourages discussions on questions relating to NATO, Lithuania’s defence and security 
policy, international security, civil society; organizes various projects, seminars, lectures, 
conferences and other events for youth. LATA YC collaborates with local and 
international organizations following the same values. 
 
 
��� ��#+�%��&$��!����& �
Chairman: Mr. Gintautas Reklys, Board: Ms. Ieva Butenaite, Ms. Viktorija Butenaite, 
Mr. Mantas Giedraitis, Ms. Ieva Janonyte, Ms. Ieva Kuneviciute. 
�
��#�������&�)����&�#< �

·  Project “NATO days in Lithuanian schools”. The aim of this Project was to foster 
the school students‘interest in NATO, Lithuania‘s role in this organization, 
Lithuania‘s foreign and defence policy. Nearly 50 Lithuania’s secondary schools 
were visited during the project. High level speakers gave presentations on North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, its aims and values, the experience of Lithuania’s 
membership in the Alliance, school libraries were enriched with the newest 
literature on NATO. (January – May, 2008) 

·  Model NATO. It is symbolic that at the same time as NATO summit in Bucharest 
was held, Lithuanian students simulated the North Atlantic Council and had 
discussions on the same issues – Membership Action Plan for Georgia and 
Ukraine. (Lithuanian Parliament; 3rd – 4th of April, 2008) 

·  Discussion with Mr. James A. Philips, "The Heritage Foundation" Senior 
Research Fellow for Middle Eastern Affairs. (National library; 16th May, 2008) 

·  Members of LATA YC appeared in live broadcast “Vincennial forum” on 
National TV channel (2nd June, 2008) 

·  Discussion with Ms. Colleen P. Graffy, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Public Diplomacy about public diplomacy. (U. S. Embassy; 4th of June, 2008) 

·  Two days camp “Youth and national defence”. (Non-commissioned officers 
school; 12th – 13th of August, 2008) 
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·  Discussion with Georgian ambassador to Lithuania Mr. Georgij Kerdikoshvili 
about Russian aggression against Georgia. (LATA office; 21st of August, 2008) 

·  Discussion with other NGO’s in order to establish information centre on situation 
in Georgia organised by Institute of Democratic Policitcs. (Hotel “Ratonda”, 4th of 
September, 2008) 

·  Conference „The Input of Civil Society in Forming and Executing the Priorities of 
Lithuanian Foreign and Security Policies“. The aim of this event is was discuss 
the processes of pursuing the priorities of Lithuanian foreign and defence policies 
as well as create a platform to discuss their present and future. Participants of the 
event offered some fresh ideas on how to improve the cooperation between 
governmental and non-governmental sectors in order to improve those processes. 
(Lithuanian Parliament; 8th of September, 2008) 

·  Discussion with Lithuanian Minister of Defence Mr. Juozas Olekas. (MoD, 16th 
of September, 2008) 

 
��#��
&���&����&�)����&�#< �

·  LATA YC representatives participated in international election observation 
mission in Georgian Presidential elections, organised by Eastern Europe Study 
Centre. (Georgia; 2nd – 9th of January, 2008) 

·  LATA YC representatives participated in international election observation 
mission in Georgian Parliamentary elections, organised by Eastern Europe Study 
Centre. (Georgia; 19th – 24th of May, 2008) 

 

&���&����&�)���!�&����������%����&< �

·  Young Atlanticist Summit – Ms. Kristina Maslauskaite 
·  NORSEC 2008 – Ms. Viktorija Butenaite, Ms. Ieva Kuneviciute, Mr. Tomas 

Syvokas 
·  DAYS 2008 – Mr. Gintautas Reklys 
·  PAYS 2008 – Mr. Tomas Syvokas 

 
��/�
 ��#< �

�  nato.lt website 
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Euro-Atlantic Initiative – Generation 2002 (G2002) 

9A, STR. PLAIULUI, MUN. CHI� IN� U, MD2002, REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 
E-MAIL :CONTACT@G2002.EU, OCTAVIAN@G2002.EU , WEB:  WWW.G2002.EU 

 
 

Euro-Atlantic Initiative – Generation 2002 (G-2002) was founded on November 
the 10th of 2003 by 26 active students representing different universities and colleges 
from Moldova, all of them had previous experience in non-profit sector, specifically in 
designing, developing and carrying out projects for young people in areas as civic and 
political education, public debates, election and petition campaigns. From January 2006, 
G-2002 is a full member of the YATA. 

Main objectives of G-2002 are to inform the society on the problems of young 
people, educate a true civic spirit, include the young people into a socially active life by 
involving them in democratic processes (public debates, election and petition campaigns, 
elections and referenda), to promote among the youth the principles and the institutions 
of a pluralist democracy, of a state ruled by law, and to promote the integration idea of 
the Republic of Moldova into the European Union and NATO. 
 
��#�������&�)����&�#< �
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 81000 Podgorica 

Crna Gora 
tel: +382 81 60 10 50 

Fax: +382 81 60 10 51 
E-mail: atacg@cg.yu 

www.atacg.org 

 
 

 
-ANNUAL REPORT- 

 
( Euro-Atlantic Club of Montenegro was established on October 10th in 2006 by Mr Savo 
Kentera. In December 2006. joined ATA on General Assembly in Athens, and at the 
same time YATA MNE, as a part of Euro-Atlantic Club, became a member of YATA. 
The mission of EAC is to provide education and information on all elements needed for 
accession of Montenegro to NATO and EU to citizens of Montenegro and professionals 
who are working in the field. Vision of EAC is membership in NATO of Montenegro 
when all necessary conditions will be fulfilled. The Goal of Euro-Atlantic Club of 
Montenegro is to promote the idea of Atlantic integrations and to develop consciousness 
on the need of integrations. YATA MNE helps EAC in achieving mutual goals and 
gathers young people (mostly students) around Montenegro. Executive board of YATA 
MNE consists of: Miss Dragana Markovic, President of YATA MNE; Mr Vladimir 
Rajcic, Vice-president of YATA MNE. YATA MNE gathers about 100 active members) 
 
��#�������&�)����&�#< �
 

·  ���������� D� ��
��

�� 
;� �� ����� 
;� ���
�
�
��< � The 
General Assembly of the Youth of Euro-Atlantic Club of Montenegro on 
Thursday, September 17th adopted a plan of activities of YATA MNE, for a 
period September 2009 – June 2010.�

·  5	��>� �:
� ����� 
;� ����
�� <�In order to improve friendship and 
educate members, YATA MNE organized two days of camping, on the mountain 
named Lovcen, near old city of Montenegro. During intensive sessions and 
workshops, a group of 20 members of YATA MNE had an opportunity to learn 
things about national defense and security sector reform. 

·  ���
�� >� 5	��<� ����E��� �
	� <� As a part of the Speaker Tour 
“Together for Security” project Euro-Atlantic Club of Montenegro organized 
visits to all 21 municipalities of Montenegro whose goal was to inform the 
citizens about the importance and role of Euro-Atlantic integrations, costs and 
benefits of joining NATO etc. Interactive lectures led by experts, direct 
communication with participants (local citizens and representatives of local 
authorities and opponent political parties) showed up as the best approach to give 
to public the answers on selected topics. Participants in the public panel 
discussions were experts in the field of security and international relations from 
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the country and the region and ambassadors of NATO countries in Montenegro. 
Citizens were very interested in participation at public panel discussions and some 
of them (depending of the region which was visited) without reserves posted 
provocative questions and presented a negative attitude towards the accession to 
NATO, seeking clarification. Members of YATA MNE participated in this 
project, contributing to its realization, offering logistic support and visiting all 
municipalities with delegations. 

·  ���
��>�5	�� �1� �������
��	��
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����
�
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 <�As a second part of ’’Together for Security“ project, Euro-
Atlantic Club and YATA MNE organized panel discussions at the all Universities 
of Montenegro in order to give an oportunity to students to get the answers on all 
questions they have about the Euro-Atlantic integrations, NATO, costs and 
benefits of joining NATO etc. One of the main aims of panell discussions was to 
help students to increase their knowledge and provide them an opportunity to hear 
the information from different angle, directly from professionals but not 
politicians and to give a chance to the public to exchange their experiences and 
knowledge about selected issues.  

·  ���
�<��
�
���
�����	���;�
���� <�On April 15th, 20 members of 
YATA MNE visited the USA frigate named “ USS Klakring FFG 42” which put 
into our port Bar on April 14th. Members had great opportunity to see the 
equipment of this frigate, talk with its staff and take pictures. 

·  ;���	���>�����<� ��
��'�� �
����
�

�� ����
�
	�������� : During those two months, members interested in sport’s 
activities organized a lot of tournaments in basketball, football, tennis, carting and 
bowling. The main aim was reached- strengthening of friendship between 
members. Members expressed pleasure to continue with those activities also in 
future. 

·  
��
���>;���	���<� 
�;
������ ����

��� :
���
�������
�� <� During this period, YATA MNE organized informal 
sessions with ambassadors of countries that are NATO members (ambassadors 
accredited to Montenegro). Members had an opportunity to listen about foreign 
policy and political situation of their countries as well as to see presentations on 
NATO and current topics.�

·  �����&*#< � Regarding regular and annual meeting, YATA MNE held one 
annual meeting this year in September, and every week regular meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
�
��#��
&���&����&�)����&�#< �
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·  ���� �& � ����� �������� ��������� 
�� ����
� <� Delegation 
from Montenegro (president and vice-president of YATA MNE) participated in 
General Assembly of YATA (as well as in final session of ATA General 
Assembly) in Berlin, from November 9th to 12th 2008. 

·  ���
��
	���;
�	�<����
��&�2-2-<�:+���)��#��+�� F  was 
held on 2nd and 3rd April 2009, in Strasbourg, with approximately 300 young 
participants (students and young professionals) from 52 countries. Montenegrin 
delegation consisted of Jovana Ad�i�  and Violeta Berišaj. 
Forum presented a great opportunity to exchange ideas and views regarding the 
past results of NATO, as well as to discuss its further role. In the form of panel 
discussions, participants talked about the progress that has been achieved since 
the Bucharest Summit, about the role NATO could and should have at the time 
when the world is not dominated by one or few countries and when the state, in 
addition to the traditional, faces the new security threats (failed states, piracy, 
cyber-attacks, the financial crisis, climate changes ...). Burning issues were further 
engagement of NATO in Afghanistan, the situation in Georgia, relations between 
Alliance and Russia, and perspectives of new enlargement. During their stay in 
Strasbourg, the young people had a unique opportunity to attend the first town 
hall of the President of the United States, Barak Obama in Europe, and to learn 
more about new American foreign policy. 

 
��&*����!����C���#< �

�  All projects of YATA MNE are also part of the PLAN OF THE ACTIVITIES 
OF ATA MNE. 

�  Publication of YATA MNE Newspapers 
�  Meetings with all ambassadors accredited to Montenegro (informal sessions in 

rooms of the EAK of MNE) 
�  Meetings with Montenegrin officials (informal sessions in rooms of the EAK 

of MNE) 
�  Meetings with representatives of major political parties in MNE (informal 

sessions in rooms of the EAK of MNE) 
�  Sport’s activities 

�
��/�
 ��#< �

�  Celebration of YATA day by performing the same dance in every country at 
the same time (something which is similar to Day of Europe) 

�  Gathering of YATA members from all countries in one place (e.g. festivals...) 
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Annual Report Netherlands Atlantic Youth  
 

 
Introduction:  
 
The Netherlands Atlantic Youth is a subcommittee of the Netherlands Atlantic 
Association and YATA’s official Dutch chapter. Its main goal is to create 
awareness among students and young professionals for transatlantic and 
security issues. It provides a platform for discussion about the future of NATO 
and several related topics. Therefore it organizes numerous meetings, 
conferences and international visits to attract attention for its work and to 
stimulate other young people to become active Young Atlanticits! 
On October 1st 2009 the board of the Netherlands Atlantic Youth consisted of the 
following members: 
 

·  Brendan Troost (President of the Board and Secretary General of the 
Youth Atlantic Treaty Association 

·  Kees van Kouwenhoven (Secretary of the board) 
·  Femke van Paaschen 
·  Djörn Everstein 
·  Hasse de Graaff 
·  Sophie Bijloos 
·  Menno Donia 
·  Christa Verhoek 

After the YATA General Assembly of November 2008 in Berlin, Germany the 
president of the Netherlands Atlantic Youth, mr. Brendan Troost was elected 
Secretary General to the board of the Youth Atlantic Treaty Association 
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Past events  
 
Date: 26-11-2008 – 28-11-2008 
 
Meeting: International Energy Conference – Energy for all, a challenge for all 
Participants: 60 
Subject: On 26 and 27 November the Netherlands Atlantic Association, together 
with Netherlands Atlantic Youth, the Atlantic Treaty Association (ATA) and the 
Youth Atlantic Treaty Association (YATA) organized a two day conference on 
energy issues, entitled ‘Energy for All – a Challenge for All’. Some 60 young 
people from 20 European and North American countries took part in the 
conference at the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs in The Hague. They listened 
to lectures about, among other topics, energy security, the role of technology, 
resource nationalism, climate change, and the scenarios that Shell uses. Beside 
this, the participants took part in workshops that elaborated on the earlier 
introductions. 
 
Date: 05-02-2009 
Meeting: Annual new year’s meeting with speaker mr. Denny Meredith (political 
military officer at the American Embassy in the Netherlands 
Participants: 40 
Subject: Mr. Denny Meredith shared his views on trans-Atlantic issues and his 
expectations for the American-Dutch relationship under the new administration of 
the 44th American President: Barack Obama. 
 
Date: 18-06-2009 
Meeting: Visit to NATO Head Quarters in co-operation with Belgian YATA 
Participants: 30 
Subject: Several speakers informed the participants on the strategic 
developments NATO is facing and where the chances and boarders lie of the 
NATO partnership. 
 
Date: 24 th September 2009 
Meeting: Debating meeting amongst four members of Parliament 
Subject: Will there still be a NATO in 2015?. Four members of of Parliament 
discussed the relevance of NATO nowadays and spoke about the future of the 
alliance. 
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Future Events:  
·  Date: October 13th. Meeting on territorial integrity, focusing on the issue 

Kosovo in Amsterdam 
·  Date: November 5th. Meeting on terrorism and the strategic approach on 

countering terrorist attacks in Europa in Leiden 
·  Date: December 15th. Meeting on the steps that are being made in 

Afghanistan in Breda. 

International seminar participation : 
 

·  From January 25th until February first board member Djorn Everstein 
participated at the NATO International School of Azerbaijan - Winter 
Session 2009. 

·  From April 1st until April 3th 2009 Board Member Djorn Everstein participated at 
the Youth Forum 'NATO in 2020: What Lies Ahead?' in Bucharest on the eve of 
the NATO Summit. 

·  From July 13th until July 17th Board member Christa Verhoek participated at the 
International Crisis Management Simulation in Kingston Canada. 

 

Aim for 2010: 

 
In the near future the work of Netherlands Atlantic Youth will not only consist of 
stimulating young people to visit our meetings and become active in the discussion on 
transatlantic issues, but to also provide them with the opportunity to write articles and 
organise meetings themselves. Netherland Atlantic Youth will do so by creating several 
writing groups who will finalise their research by publishing an article in Atlantic 
Perspective, the journal of the Netherlands Atlantic Association. Also Netherlands 
Atlantic Youth will organise more informal meetings to bring across and reach out to 
more students and young professionals. 
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�
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Annual report 2009 

��
��	��

YATA Norway has existed in Norway since 1997. At first the organization was called 
Young Europeans for Security (YES), but it changed its name after joining the 
international YATA network in 2002. 
Its main goal is to privide a platform where students, young academics and military 
cadets meet, discuss and challenge each other in both national and international issues on 
foreign policy and security and defense politics. 
By involving young people with different backgrounds in generating ideas and debate on 
international politics, we involve our future decision makers. 
YATA Norway arranges and participates in a variety of activities, both nationally and 
internationally; seminars, lectures, debates and study visits to relevant institutions, but 
also social activities. 

�	
	����
��

·  The executive board of 2009 consists of: 

�  Mr. Per Kristian Krohn (President) 

�  Ms. Aneta Belcovska (Vice President) 

�  Ms. Jenny Øvergård Strupstad (Board Member) 

�  Ms. Ingrid Øyvann (Board Member) 

�  Mr. Himanshu Gulati (Board Member) 
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·  YATA Norway has two sub-chapters; YATA Bergen and YATA Trondheim. Their 
leaders are respectively Mr Inge Degnepoll and Ms Ragne Katrine Ågnes Hansmoen. 

·  The ATA Secretariat of Norway has dedicated one person to assist the YATA board 
and its activities. For 2009, this has been Ms Ingrid Aune. 

·  All in all the management of YATA Norway consist of eight motivated young 
antlanticists with representation privileges to the board. 

�	���
	�����
���

·  3rd February – Lecture by author and journalist Ahmed Rashid, University of Oslo. 

·  16th February – YATA Norway General Assembly, Oslo. 

·  19th February – “Piracy at the Horn of Africa”. Lecture held at the Royal Norwegian 
Naval Academy, Bergen. 

·  5th March – “The early days of the Obama Presidency”. Norwegian School of 
Management, Oslo. 

·  30th March – “NATO in a changing world”. Institute for Defense Studies, Oslo. 

·  30th April – Half day visit to the Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Oslo. 

·  7th May – Lecture on Taliban and the security development in Afghanistan, 
University of Oslo. 

·  2nd – 5th June – YATA participation to an organized, Norwegian study excursion to 
Vienna, Austria. Visits to the OSCE, Vienna International Centre and the Norwegian 
Embassy. 

·  11th June – Summer Gathering w/ lecture by American Ambassador to Norway, Mr. 
Whitney. 

·  25th August – Election Debate on security and defense politics held at the Military 
Academy, Oslo 

·  3rd September – Election Debate on defense politics held at the Royal Norwegian 
Naval Academy, Bergen. 

·  22nd September – Last lecture by Norwegian Chief of Defense before retiring, Oslo. 
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YATA Norway has not organized any international events during 2009. 

�
���
	���
	���	������	���
�

·  Young Atlanticist Summit, Strasbourg, 1st - 4th of April. 

·  Danish Atlantic Youth Seminar (DAYS), Denmark. 6th – 12th July. 

·  14th YATA General Assembly in Kyiv, Ukraine. 7th – 10th October. 

��
�������������

2009 has been a challenging year for YATA Norway. Due to an unfortunate number of 
resigns from the 2008 board during last autumn we’ve had to deal with a lot of practical 
and administrative tasks this year without a proper handover. Still, we have been able to 
engage our members in activities hosted by YATA as well as supporting other partnering 
actors in the field of foreign policy and defense and security politics. Our main 
administrative focus the past year has been on the following: 

·  Production of a new website/ updating the existing, in Norwegian and English. 

·  Update of mail server and YATA mail. 

·  Contact with the two sub-chapters to ensure further regional development and 
closer cooperation with the Board situated in Oslo. 

·  Recruiting new members to ensure a more stabile and active YATA in the future. 

������
�����
���	
�����������

YATA Norway is planning the following activities this autumn: 
·  Setting up a monthly discussion group/ open meeting for active members and 

others with interests. 

·  Visit to the Royal Ministry of Defense  

·  Visit to the American, Israeli and Afghan Embassies. 

·  More active involvement of YATA Norway members in international events. 
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YATA Norway of 2009 has an active board along with motivated regional leaders and 
positive support from the ATA Council. The general interest of YATA in student and 
military environments are increasing and we recognize the continued political support to 
our work. We are highly determined to continue developing YATA on both a regional, 
national and an international level. Our potential of improvement is obvious on a number 
of areas and we appreciate that fact. Still we consider the overall tendency to point in the 
right direction and we have a lot of experience and energy to work on. Approaching the 
end of 2009 we hope to solve most of our administrative concerns in order to concentrate 
even more on recruitment and an attractive and relevant YATA Programme for 2010. 
Sadly, YATA Norway had to observe yet another Parliamentary Election with an relative 
absence of debates concerning foreign affairs and security challenges. In our minds, this 
in itself is a strong signal to YATA and the importance of facilitating for more interest 
and inspiration on this issuess to youth around the country. YATA Norway is thankful for 
the support from and contact with the board of YATA International and the international 
network in general. We will do our part to make 2010 an even better year for YATA and 
our young atlanticists. 

 
Oslo 23rd September, 2009 

 
 

Board of YATA Norway 
Per Kristian Krohn (President) 
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The Academic Section of the Polish Euro-Atlantic As sociation 
(YATA POLAND) 
 
Al. Jerozolimskie 11/19, 00-508 Warsaw, POLAND 
Tel./fax.: 0048 22 621 10 81; 
e-mail: sea@sea-ngo.org 
www.sea.org.pl 
 
The Academic Section at the Board: 
 

·   President: Iwona Kuczaik 
·   1st Vice-President: Marcin 	apczy � ski 
·   2nd Vice-President: Krystian Durma 
·   Secretary: Pawe
 Szewczyk 
·   Treasurer: Izabela Gromek 
·   Board Members: Mateusz Kaczmarek, Sebastian Kmita 

 
The Academic Section was established on 26 September 1996 by students of the 
University of Warsaw. 
 
After a break period, the Section was re-established in June, 2008. The Section unites 
young people interested in Polish foreign policy, international relations as well as in 
issues related to international security. There Section currently has 25 members. 
 
The main aim of the Section is education, promoting knowledge about the main goals of 
the Polish foreign policy with particular emphasis on Poland’s role and place within 
NATO and the EU. 
 
The main targets of Section’s activities are: 

·  members of the Section; 
·  university students in Poland; 
·  members of YATA; 
·  high school students. 

 
The Section’s activities focus on organizing Polish and international competitions, 
conferences, meetings and trips. We believe that contacts with young people from other 
countries benefit our knowledge. 
 
Membership in YATA is one of the Section’s top priorities. 
 
Past National Events 
2009 has, so far, been a busy year for the Academic Section. Some of the main 
activities include: 
 

·  Diplomacy and International Affairs 2009 competitio n for Polish high school 
students. The competition, organized with the help of the Rural Development 
Foundation, had its finale in February and March. Winners were invited to 
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Warsaw to take part in a North Atlantic Council simulation as well as the Warsaw 
Transatlantic Forum. 

·  Conference at the University of Cardinal Stefan Wys zynski in Warsaw to 
mark the 5th anniversary of Poland’s accession to t he EU.  The Section was 
a co-organizer of this conference in May 2009, providing invaluable contacts to 
foreign policy experts who took part in it, as well as helping advertise the whole 
event. 
 

·  Foreign Policy Seminar – a continuation of a well established series of lectures 
for members and friends of the Academic Section. These are less formal 
meetings and conversation, over coffee, of students with top-level guests 
(politicians, diplomats, professors). 
 
 

Past International Events 
2009, so far, was especially busy for the Section as far as international events are 
concerned. Some of the most important activities include: 
 

·  Warsaw Transatlantic Forum 2009 to mark the 60th anniversary of NATO; 10th 
anniversary of Poland in NATO and the 15th anniversary of The Euro-Atlantic 
Association. This huge event was coorganized by the Euro-Atlantic Association, 
along with the Center for International Relations; the Atlantic Council of the 
United States; the Ministry of National Defence of Poland; the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Poland; NATO PDD and others. The event, held in March 12-13, was a 
two-day series of conferences and events at the University of Warsaw and at the 
prestigious Hotel Victoria in Warsaw. Guests and speakers included: the Prime 
Minister of Poland Mr. Donald Tusk; the Secretary General of NATO Mr. Jaap de 
Hoop Scheffer; the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland Mr. Radoslaw Sikorski; 
the Minister of National Defence of Poland Mr. Bogdan Klich; the Minister for 
Reintegration of Georgia Mr. Temur Iakobashvili and many others. The Section 
had the enormous task of organizing and taking care of all the logistics at the 
University of Warsaw. The Warsaw Transatlantic Forum was a huge success for 
which the Section’s members were awarded diplomas by Mr. Radoslaw Sikorski 
as well as Mr. Bogdn Klich. 

 
·  Aliante 2009 competition . Like in the previous years Poland had the highest 

number of participants. International project Aliante organized in Poland since 7 
years. 

 
International Seminar Participation 
 

·  Energy for All, Challenge for All (The Hague) 
participants: Sebatian Kmita, Iwona Kuczaik 

 
·  NATO in 2020: What Lies Ahead (Strasbourg, 2-3 April 2009) participants: 

Jakub Budohoski, Maciej Józefowicz, Iwona Kuczaik 
 
Long Term Project: 
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Improving the new website www.sea.org.pl; 
 
International Project Aliante 2010; 
 
Diplomacy and International Relations 2010 competition. 
 
New Ideas: 
 
 

·  Polish-Ukrainian Youth Seminar “Quo Vadis NATO” (planned). The project’s 
aim is to invite Ukrainian students to Poland, to Przemysl, for a joint seminar with 
Polish students on Polish-Ukrainian relations, Ukrainian Atlantic aspirations and 
Poland’s experiences in this regard. A North Atlantic Council simulation is also 
planned. 

 
·  Monthly newsletter 
·  English version of the web page 
·  Election for the Board before the end of term of th e office.  
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Associação da Juventude Portuguesa do Atlântico – Portuguese Atlantic Youth 

Association 
Av. Infante Santo, 42 – 6º, 1350-179 Lisboa, Portugal 

Telephone: 21 3975906 / 21 3905957 
Fax: 21 3978493 

E-mail: secretariat@cpatl.org; ajpa@cpatl.org; secretariadoajpa@gmail.com;  
Site: www.cpatl.org 

Blog: www.cpa-ajpa.blogspot.com  
 

 
 
 
The Portuguese Atlantic Youth Association is a youth organization created in 1995 
within the framework of the Portuguese Atlantic Committee. This organization’s main 
objective is to draw young peoples’ awareness, in a dynamic and present day form, for 
the study and reflection on issues relating to Security and National, European and 
Transatlantic Defence. To this effect, PAYA organizes a series of events, in co-operation 
with public and private entities with which is has established privileged relations, in order 
to fulfill its goals and, simultaneously, to reach young people. 
 
The members of the Board of the Portuguese Atlantic Youth Association are: 
 
Samuel de Paiva Pires (President) 
Jorge Piteira Martins (Vice-President) 
Inês Narciso 
Paulo Cardoso 
Jorge Wahnon Ferreira 
José Miguel Pires 
Catarina Falcão 
Carina Machado 
Daniela Rodrigues 
Ana Margarida Silva 
Tiago Alfarroba 
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·  PAYA organized a conference addressing the Russian-Georgian conclict, on 
October 22nd 2008. This had the collaboration of the International Relations and 
Political Science Students’ Unions from the School of Social and Political 
Sciences; 

·  PAYA organized a Snap Seminar addressing “NATO in the 21st Century”, on 
March 11th 2009. This had the collaboration of the International Relations and 
Political Science Students’ Unions from the School of Social and Political 
Sciences; 

·  The internal activity of PAYA consists mainly on a close collaboration with the 
Portuguese Atlantic Committee, giving the necessary support for this chapter’s 
activities. 

 
��#��
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·  SIMOTAN IV: The fourth edition of the North Atlantic Council Simulation held 
in Lisbon, at the School of Social and Political Sciences facilities between May 
the 20th and May the 23rd gathered around thirty youngsters, eleven of them 
coming from NATO and Partnership Countries. The crisis scenario that they faced 
and upon which the participants worked concerned a political crisis in Mauritania, 
due to a coup d’état, while also involving the hostage of french troops and the 
support of African Union.  
 

·  14th Portuguese Atlantic Youth Seminar: this year the Seminar was held at Alfeite 
Naval Academy, near Lisbon, from the 1st (arrival) to the 8th of August 
(departure), under the general theme “Drafting NATO’s New Strategic Concept”. 
The thirty seven participants came from sixteen different countries, and attended 
lectures, participated in debates and enrolled in several social activities. Since we 
are looking forward to fostering the Mediterranean Dialogue within YATA, for 
the first time we had participants coming from Morocco, with whom we are 
exploring new ways of cooperation that might be broadened to the region; 

 
·  PAYA also supported the Video Campaign promoted by the YATA Board, with 

several interviews to participants at SIMOTAN and PAYS, and academics. 
�
 

&���&����&�)���!�&����������%����&< �

·  Apart from these events, some members of the board of PAYA also had the 
chance to participate in a few international events: 
o Mr. Jorge Piteira Martins participated in the conference “Energy for All: a 

challenge for All”, which took place in The Hague, The Netherlands, from the 
26th to 27th November 2008; 
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o Mr. Samuel de Paiva Pires and Mr. Jorge Wahnon Ferreira participated in the 
Strasbourg Young Atlanticist Summit, from the 1st to 4th of April 2009; 

o Mr. José Miguel Pires participated in the Danish Atlantic Youth Seminar, 
from the 6th to 12th July 2009. 

�
�
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�
�  In general, the Portuguese Atlantic Youth Association will pursue the type of 

activities it organised in 2008, reediting SIMOTAN and PAYS. As in 
previous years, it will also try to organise visits to NATO HQ in Brussels, for 
young political leaders, international relations students and journalists;  

�  It will also pursue its cooperation with NATO Joint Command Lisbon, namely 
regarding series of conferences in several Portuguese Universities in the north, 
centre and south of the country, and visits to NATO JCL; 

�  Continuing the contacts envisaging the creation of a Spanish YATA, while 
also inviting directly Spanish participants to our events; 

�  PAYA will continue to organize Snap Seminars and conferences in close 
partnership with students unions and associations from several Portuguese 
universities; 

�  Bearing in consideration the support given to PAYA from several Portuguese 
universities and associations, in the past year we have developed a widespread 
national newsletter, blog, twitter account, Facebook group and Youtube 
Channel, while we are also remodelling our site. We have integrated all these 
tools. This has proven to be successful in reaching out to more people, helping 
us to expand our activity furthermore, and as such we will continue to pursue 
a broader communication and debate with civil society, students, universities 
and other partners; 

�  PAYA is also bringing to debate, in its events, the new outreach of NATO, 
being the PfP countries, ICI, Mediterranean Dialogue, and also some South 
Atlantic countries that have been hosting NATO’s training operations, as well 
as new security issues as immigration, asymmetric threats, and others; 

�  Following on the previous points, we are looking forward to together with the 
YATA Board, actively promote debate on NATO’s New Strategic Concept. 
SIMOTAN V and the 15h PAYS will be addressing issues concerning the 
NSC, especially bearing in mind that the Young Atlanticist Summit will take 
place in Lisbon, in parallel with the NATO Summit. 

�  At a different level, PAYA will be, as usual, participating and supporting the 
events promoted by the Portuguese Atlantic Committee and other Portuguese 
organisations who ask for our cooperation. 

 
�
�
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Samuel de Paiva Pires 
President 

Portuguese Atlantic Youth Association 
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YATA-RUSSIA 
 

Prechistenka St. 3, Moscow, 119034 
http://www.aeac.ru/ 
pmaeac@gmail.ru 
+7 (928) 230 22 29 

 
 
 
��#�������&�)����&�#< �
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In November, 14th the Russian Youth Atlantic Association (YATA-Russia) held in Moscow the 3rd 
All-Russia Youth Conference "The Security in the Euro-Atlantic area: reforms or collapse?". The 
main objective of the conference was to look for the way Russia and Euro-Atlantic community can 
harmonize the mutual dualogue. Among the issues discussed during the conference were: 

·  Political and military aspects of Russia-NATO cooperation 
·  Crisis in the Caucasus area 
·  Perspectives of NATO reforms 
·  NATO operation in Afghanistan 

 
Among the participants of the conference were Russian students and professors, military experts 
and politicians, representatives of Russian and International NGOs.  
 
On July 7th 2009 Members of Russian Youth Association for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation - Dmitry 
Udalov, Anton Grishanov and Alexey Astafyev participated in a meeting with President Barack 
Obama. As a follow up event after President Obama visit to Moscow, Russian Youth Association 
for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation hosted a seminar among Moscow students and young experts to 
discuss the perspectives of Russian – US relations. The topics discussed included: cooperation 
between two countries in the fight against terrorism, especially in Afghanistan; preparations for 
signing of the new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty; issues of nuclear non-proliferation; relations 
between B. Obama and Russian leaders D. Medevedev and V. Putin; democracy and civil rights 
in Russia and mass media comments on Obama’s speech.  
One more result of the meeting was that Alexey Astafyev had been elected as a new head of RY-
AEAC Moscow chapter.  
��#��
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On 21-23 September representatives of YATA-Russia took part in the International Seminar 
“Ethnic-Territorial Conflicts in South Caucasus: New Approaches and Perspectives”, which took 
place in Baku, Azerbaijan.�
��&*����!����C���< �
As a part of YATA Russia media strategy, internet-blog aeac.livejournal.com has been created.�
�
��/�
 ��#< �
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